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Mayor Miyagishima said okay. Good. Okay. If there's nothing further, Christine. 

Mayor Miyagishima called for the roll on the Motion to Approve Resolution No. 2M87
and it was Unanimously Approved. 7- 0. 

6) Council Bill No. 20- 016: Ordinance No. 2908: An Ordinance Amending the Las
Cruces Municipal Code (LCMC) 1997, as Amended, Chapter 2, Art. 4, Div. 7, Sec. 
2- 1101, Select Committees, Effective as of January 6, 2020. 

Councilor Sorg Moved to Approve Council Bill No. 20- 016; Ordinance 2908 and Councilor
Abeyta- Stuve Seconded the motion. 

Councilor Sorg said move to approve. 

Councilor Abeyta- Stuve said second. 

Mayor Miyagishima said motion made by Councilor Sorg, second by Councilor Abeyta
Stuve, and Councilor Vasquez did you have a question on this or did you want a full
presentation? 

Councilor Vasquez said I didn' t want a full presentation. 

Mayor Miyagishima said okay. 

Councilor Vasquez said I just wanted to ask a question about the restarting these
meetings just to make sure I' m looking at the right ordinance and that this is going to
happen. From this point on if this is approved will the meetings and the committees follow
the same structure or what are some of the fundamental differences between what we
had before and what we will have now? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown, City Attorney said Mayor and Council. Jennifer Vega -Brown, your
City Attorney. This ordinance changes the special select committee, what the committee
that was determining whether or not, or how to restructure the PRCs. What they
determined was there were a couple PRCs that would be better served as select
committees. However, the current ordinance is very limiting in that it only allows the
Mayor to appoint select committees. It does not provide that option to the entire Council. 
So this will allow the entire Council to form a select committee, not a PRC. A select
committee would only include City Councilors and whatever available staff that the City
Manager thought was appropriate. It's more of a subject matter expert. It deals with
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some of the issues that are sensitive as far as safety maybe, public safety was one of ' 
them. Not that they are, they're open to staff and they're open to City Council to discuss
the issues but there are instances in which we have to discuss potential litigation, things
like that, that would be better kept in a more confidential setting. 

Councilor Vasquez said thank you Attorney Vega -Brown. That sounds great. So just to
get it straight, the committees themselves will be restructured, some may be eliminated, 
they won' t be called PRCs, they' ll be called select committees, and then the council will
be able to create those committees by resolution? Or how does that work? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said Mayor and Council. You will be seeing in the next, I believe
it' s in the next Council meeting. Okay. It's first read tonight for the reestablishment of
PRCs. 

Councilor Vasquez said okay

Jennifer Vega -Brown said so we will begin with the Economic Development PRC. We' ve

created an entire ordinance and reserve sections for the PRCs. I believe there are going
to be four. We had 11, no we had ten and we eliminate, we consolidated a few, and we

made two of them, the Finance PRC and the Public Safety PRC, those were determined
to be select committees. 

Councilor Vasquez said okay. , 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said and then the others were consolidated and will be PRCs. 

Councilor Vasquez said very good. Thank you so much for all of your hard work on this
and getting us to where we are now. I know it was kind of a legal exercise to figure out
how we could restructure these. So thank you so much. 

David Dollahon said Mr. Mayor. There' s ... 

Mayor Miyagishima said yes David. 

David Dollahon said there' s one other select committee that' s on communications. That' s

just both internal and external so there' ll be three select committees: Finance, Public
Safety, and Communications. The rest will be Policy Review Committees in some form
or fashion. 

Mayor Miyagishima said okay, thanks. Councilor Bencomo. 

Councilor Bencomo said thank you and thank you so much. So I just want to clarify, will
there be a PRC that discusses public safety issues so that the public can be involved in

Ithat? 
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Jennifer Vega -Brown said Mayor and Council. That was determined by the committee to
be transitioned to a select committee. So there will be a select committee that is
comprised of City Councilors, three, and staff. 

Councilor Bencomo said but, so no PRC will discuss public safety issues? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said no. It will be a select committee

Mayor Miyagishima said Mayor Pro- Tem. 

Mayor Pro- Tem Gandara said thank you Mayor. Thank you Ms. Vega -Brown for all the
work that you' ve put into this, in this, the committee plus the staff, administration, I
appreciate that. We did a lot of work. So am I to understand, I just, some clarifying
questions, that this particular is to bring up the select committees. Correct? And then we
have a first reading to get the PRCs up and running. Correct? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said yes that's correct. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Gandara said now is it all of the PRCs orjust the Economic Development
PRC? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said currently there will be the establishment of the Economic
Development PRC. We' re still waiting for some information to establish the, we
determined to, the committee determined to establish three PRCs to begin with. I believe
the, Mr. Dollahon can chime in. I believe it was the Health PRC and the Infrastructure
PRC. 

David Dollahon said Mr. Mayor, Members of Council. City Attorney Vega -Brown is
correct. We' re doing Economic Development. The next two are Health; and
Transportation, Sustainability, and Infrastructure we' re combining into one. And then we' ll
do Housing and Quality of Life I think are the last two. Trying to run through them in my
head. 

Mayor Pro- Tem Gandara said so, okay, thank you. I appreciate that. So what are we
waiting for, and are you waiting for me because I was part of the committee? And thirdly
I need a time frame. We've been talking about this for some time. It's been over six to
nine months and I' m obviously the Chairs of the Housing and the Quality of Life. These
are two things and we' ve been working on some things that I feel are imminent to moving
forward and I keep hearing that we' re waiting for something but nothing comes up. And
so I really want a time frame and I expect this in a couple of months to move forward. Is, 
is that feasible? 

I
Jennifer Vega -Brown said Mayor and Council. The committee established that we have
to have a very specific purpose statement. If you look at our current ordinance that
establishes our boards and committees, their purpose statements are very specific. We
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are waiting for information from the previous sitting PRCs to give us a purpose statement
or at least a list of purpose, and then we can, the Legal Department can edit that so that
it' s clear in the ordinance but we are waiting for information from those two former PRCs. 

Mayor Pro -Tern Gandara said so you' re waiting for me? It' s okay, say it. 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said I don' t know who it was. I ... 

Mayor Pro- Tem Gandara said hold me accountable. What is the time frame? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said Councilor. I' m not ... 

Mayor Pro- Tem Gandara said okay, I gave it ... 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said sure who it was ... 

Mayor Pro -Tern Gandara said 30 days. 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said I was not sure who ... 

Mayor Pro-Tem Gandara said okay. 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said it was assigned to. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Gandara said okay. Do you mean like it was assigned to a staff person
or administration to do that? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said I would have to check the notes from our, our committee notes

but I believe it was the Chair was going to meet with the individuals that comprised the
PRCs and come up with at least an outline of what they viewed their purpose statement. 
The purpose statement is not a mission statement. It's a very specific, " These are the
things that you are authorized, these are the activities that you are authorized to
participate" So ... 

Mayor Pro- Tem Gandara said okay. 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said it has to be very specific and I' m happy to work with whatever
group to edit that and to make it as specific as possible. 

Mayor Pro- Tem Gandara said okay. Thank you Ms. Vega -Brown. I appreciate it. 

Mayor Miyagishima said anyone else? Councilor Flores. 

Councilor Flores said thank you Mr. Mayor. ' 
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Mayor Miyagishima said remember, the lights turn off in ten minutes so just ... 

Councilor Flores said yes. My lights already turned off. Thank you very much Attorney
Vega -Brown. Can you explain to me exactly what the purpose is of this resolution? I
don' t understand where we' re going with this quite frankly. It' s an ordinance, but then the
ordinance, what exactly, what exactly is the ordinance going to look like? Because it says
the whereas, whereas, whereas and then it says we' re, we' re revamping section 2- 1101
or adding in select committees to the Muni Code. Is that what it is? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said Mayor and Councilor Flores. The Select Committee Ordinance

already existed. It was limited in scope in that it only allowed the Mayor to appoint a
select committee. What has occurred and how we have redlined the ordinance is to

include, if you' ll look under A, "select committees may be established by the Mayor." 

Councilor Flores said or ... 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said and we added " or City Council." 

Councilor Flores said or City Council, 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said " to provide the Mayor and City Council with information and
advice on the goals and objectives stated in the City Charter." We also added " or the
City's Strategic Plan." That was additional language. We changed the ... 

Councilor Flores said well it says "the proposed change" 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said yes. 

Councilor Flores said I guess I' m not following. 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said that' s correct. 

Councilor Flores said Strategic Plan and then it says if the Mayor, section B says " if the

Mayor establishes a select committee the Council shall be given written notice." What
about, what if the Council establishes a, is there a provision like the Subsection C on that? 
No, no. How does that happen? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said Councilor Flores. No because if the City Council establishes
a select committee that will have to happen in open meeting so everybody will already
have notice of that. That is something that would have to be determined and placed on
an agenda in an open meeting. 

I
Councilor Flores said wouldn' t it be helpful to have that in ... 

David Dollahon said it's covered in there. 
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Councilor Flores said in the, in the ordinance itself? To, because if you' re covering what ' 
happens when the Mayor makes a, when the Mayor makes a, a selection it, so wouldn' t

it make sense to set forth what would happen or what would ensue thereafter a, the City
Council? Or we do in open meeting so therefore, see it doesn' t really say that. 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said no. 

Councilor Flores said so would it ... 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said Councilor Flores. It would have to be done in open meeting. 

Councilor Flores said I ... 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said because it would have to be voted upon and the only way to
do that is in open meeting. Currently the Mayor can establish a select committee on, 
entirely on his own. He does not have to have a meeting. He can just establish the select
committee and then the way the ordinance currently reads is that when that happens the
City Council has to have written notice of that. That portion remained because the City, 
the Mayor will still have the ability to create a select committee. All this does is maintain
the requirement to communicate that with the entire City Council. If that is something that
you would like to remove or amend we can do that. 

Councilor Flores said well, well what I would recommend or I would suggest is that since

we are saying " If the Mayor selects this is what happens. If the City Council selects it
would be in such a manner, an open meeting yadda." Does that make sense to you or
am I just being a pain in the neck? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said no. There's always room for clarification, From attorney to
attorney, we like more words so that's ... 

Councilor Flores said we love ... 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said that' s fine

Councilor Flores said I love words. Just for the sake of having, if you have, because it
does say " Mayor or City Council" so we have specifically what happens if the Mayor
appoints but we don't have what happens if the, or the mechanism or the process for how
the City Council appoints. That's all I' m saying. Am I confusing you Rob? Mr. Cabello? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said no. And Mayor ... 

Councilor Flores said Mr. Cabello. ' 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said we can add an amendment to letter B. 
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Councilor Flores said or it could be C. If the, " if the Mayor establishes B, C ... 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said correct and it ... 

Councilor Flores said if the City Council establishes," and then just move, change the

Jennifer Vega - Brown said correct. It may, I would have to look to our City Clerk but if we
add a sentence to the end of B that just says " If the City Council ... 

Councilor Flores said I see. 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said the creation of a select committee by the City Council shall be
done in a regular meeting." We can add language like that, that would clarify that it can
only be done in open meeting. 

Councilor Flores said and so, and who would place it on the agenda? We would request
the Mayor to place it on the agenda, we' d, or well, or am I just over? 

Jennifer Vega -Brown said the, currently the Mayor can place items on the agenda, the
City Manager can place items on the agenda. So you could notify the City Manager to
request to have it placed on the agenda. 

Councilor Flores said okay, to, okay. Great. Thank you. Thank you very much. 

Mayor Miyagishima said anybody else? Members of the public? Seeing none, Christine. 

Mayor Miyagishima called for the roll on the Motion to Approve Council Bill No. 20- 016; 
Ordinance 2908 and it was Unanimously Approved. 7- 0. 

8) Resolution No. 20- 089: A Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Sign a
Memorandum of Understanding Between the City of Las Cruces' Roadrunner
Transit Section and the Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization that
Identifies Mutual Responsibilities, Required by the Federal Transit Administration
FTA), in Carrying Out the Metropolitan Transportation Process. 

Councilor Vasquez Moved to Approve Resolution No. 20- 089 and Councilor Sorg
Seconded the motion. 




